
Whole School Parent Forum Thursday 6th December 2018 2 – 3pm Mona Hall 

Agenda Item Action/Comments/Outcome 
Anti-Bullying Strategy 
Anti-bullying data and 
monitoring information 
Pupil Voice about anti-
bullying 

All incidents that are investigated and classified as 
bullying as per the definition of bullying are recorded on 
CPOMs.  There is a recognition that incidents do happen 
between children however whilst these need to be dealt 
with, they are not necessarily bullying incidents and these 
would not be recorded on CPOMs.  Incidents of behaviour 
are recorded on CPOMs if they are more serious and 
have needed investigation by a member of SLT 

Testing, teaching for SATs At Westways we do not teach to the test.  We do however 
prepare children through our curriculum.  We do assess 
children regularly and use these assessments to inform 
our teaching.  SATs are statutory and we do need to 
prepare children otherwise the tests would come as a 
shock and this wouldn’t be fair.  A parent made the point 
that they believed that telling the children in advance of 
the tests would add to their anxiety.  School was not able 
to agree with this and continue to believe that children 
should be prepared.  A parent of a child who has done Y6 
SATs at school commented that the children were happy 
and settled and that SATs were done well. 

Curriculum Explained that school was moving to a curriculum that 
incorporated global learning goals. It is important that our 
children know what is going on around them.  This means 
that whenever possible global issues are included in our 
teaching such as thinking about plastics and pollution 
when teaching the water cycle in geography.  Topics are 
now extending over a term rather than half a term to really 
go into good depth of skills and knowledge.  We are 
looking at what the children want to learn about and what 
they don’t so that the curriculum is fun and relevant.  A 
parent asked what had inspired this.  It was discussed 
that we want the curriculum to be fun and exciting, 
promoting equality and diversity. Mrs Hicks is leading on 
Global Learning.  We discussed taking advantage of 
special days/events/celebrations and Black History month 
was raised.  It was pointed out that this year there was a 
focus on Diwali.  A query was raised regarding use of 
outside visitors and it was explained that we welcome 
visitors and have recently enjoyed having Rappaman in 
school - a great positive role model for the children.  A 
parent commented that if parents were to have known 
about changes to the curriculum in advance they felt they 
could have contributed e.g. used the skills of our parents. 

How to improve language 
ability quickly 

To begin with when children come into Westways with 
little or no English they spend time being immersed in the 
language within the classroom and school.  When they 
are settled they are then assessed using a specific 
assessment for children who have English as an 
additional language.  This is so staff know what their 
understanding of language is.  The children are also 
assessed using the Read, Write, Inc assessments and if 



appropriate they are placed in a Read, Write Inc group to 
develop their reading/writing skills.   

Breakfast club update The survey of parents showed that there is a lot of interest 
in pre-school care in the form of breakfast club.  Our 
existing staff have been asked if they are wanting extra 
hours to provide this however no-one has come forward.  
We are really wanting to provide a breakfast club and are 
exploring options including asking Westways After School 
Club if they are interested in running it. 

School uniform There was a mixed response to the idea of a uniform and 
Chair of Governors was asked to take it to the Governors 
to discuss if they should survey parents. 

Cleanliness of washing-up, 
forks, knives etc and tables 
for hot dinners at lunchtimes. 

The cleanliness of the cutlery/tables is the responsibility of 
Taylor Shaw (school meals provider) school will speak 
with the manager.  A parent wondered if spoons could be 
provided for yoghurts in packed lunches if a parent forgets 
to put a spoon in the lunch box.  The children can always 
ask for a spoon if they need one. 
A parent asked if there could be an adult school meals 
tasting so that parents can encourage their children to eat 
a range of hot meals rather than sticking to a safe option 
and having jacket potato each day.  School to talk to 
Taylor Shaw.  Also can we check that lunchtime 
supervisors are encouraging children to eat but not putting 
pressure on them to eat all their meal before eating 
pudding. 

Support group for children 
who need space if they 
struggle in the playground at 
playtime or lunchtime 

We have peer mediators in the playground to help 
children if they need some extra support.  If children are 
finding the playground/dining room difficult alternative 
arrangements will be made.  This may be that children eat 
in their classroom with their teachers or in the office or 
Western hall – depending on what the individual child 
needs. 

Improving communication We have worked hard to improve communication and are 
continuing to do so. The website has been updated 
regularly and is now much more informative and up to 
date.  These parent/carer forums have been well received 
and will continue.  Parents have access to each teacher’s 
email addresses and are encouraged to contact them if 
they have something they want to raise/discuss.  
Reminder that all events are on the school calendar on 
the website.  It was raised that some letters can be 
confusing – related to the recent letter re the Reindeer 
Run.  It was noted that this letter was written by school 
council.  It was raised that whilst the website has moved 
into the modern age, some of our communications are still 
outdated.  Need to consider use of Twitter – school needs 
to be able to manage this successfully. 

Time and Date of next 
meeting 

February  

 


